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Director's Notes

\ By Chongtham Jayanta Meetei

What does it take to be a human or rather, what is the essence of humanity? Does an
essence really exist? Is humanity good in nature as Mencius argues or evil as Xunzi’ s
claimed? Arguments about human nature have been here for centuries and still will
continue to do so. But one thing is for sure that every human wants to be happy and
that happiness becomes in full circle when it harmonizes with its surrounding. Happi-
ness doesn’ t come as one-way traffic. Man, as a gregarious animal we always build
our dreams around the patriarchal communities and societies. Therefore, a person’ s
happiness is not separable from its surrounding. But in general, this reality was often
forgotten by individuals and took many desperate decisions which destroyed others

and self for a short-term gain. We tell lies thmkmg it will give us profit then trapped in
that self-created spider web forever.

‘Monkey the Great’ is a metaphoric story based on HY.Mayer’ s ‘Autobiography of a
monkey’ . This primate protagonist of the play travels from jungle to city so to experi-
ence human civilisation. What he had experienced has symbolically been presented in
the narrative to reflect on human unconscious compulsive nature. In this production
we have attempted to present the story with theatricality and entertaining manners.
That said, the production still tries to achieve certain aesthetic value with all the the-
atricality, stylized acting and entertainment in full exploitation. We hope the produc-
tion would be capable of maintaining the delicate balance between the artistic value
attempted and keeping my audience entertained at the same time.

| am grateful of my “theatre of essence” actors for their commitment and hard work in
this production. | have enjoyed every pleasant moment being with all of you. And
thanks to the production team for their support that makes the production so smooth
and effortless from rehearsal to performance.

Hope you will enjoy the show.
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Poem
By Chongtham Jayanta Meetei

Coming from somewhere far away

We finally arrive in a word controlled by words

Here, we can’ t see the face above human being’ s bodies

The only thing left is the pretentious smile

It seems that we don’ t need to know too much about ourselves
Once we have knowledge, we will be devoured by authority
Forgetting who we really are

Then we decidedly start a journey back home

To remember the face once being forgotten
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Now on where shall | go?
Where shall | shelter?
Silent, and the spirit of life calling me again and again.

And the voices with the love of my friends hear the words have faith.
Lawiila.: ~Silent. . '
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