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Director’s Notes

By Chongtham Jayanta Meetei

Each day I am hearing and getting the
information of many unpleasant events and
things that have been happening around
the world. These happenings are in reality
disgraceful to humanity and freedom. The
political neutralization of these ugly events and
how they are propagated as truth are becoming
more commonly perceivable than ever. This
discourse of neutralization made us numb and
kept far and far from the truth. But the truth of
this world is not in the countless events, not in
the number of things happening around us, but
in their relatedness and the expression which is
common to us as a being. I feel that we should
relate with that commonness and learn to
contemplate for a better future. Otherwise we
often found ourselves unarmed and unprepared
when it’s arrived to our own yard.

As the saying goes, “history repeats itself.”

But it seem like we refuse to expect that history
is just a consequence of human actions. If we
could control our actions then we also control
the consequences. The important questions
should be, are we, as a society aware of the

present condition, and do we have the capability
to contemplate as a whole for a desirable
consequence? Are we conscious about our
actions for a better consequence? These very
simple questions lead me to re-perform Athol
Fugard's “The Island”. As an artist I strongly
feel that this play is more relevant than ever
before and has its significance of performing at

present condition.

My thoughts are much clearly expressed in
the writing of Sir Rabindranath Tagore in his
‘Nationalism’ and feel that it is significant to
share with my viewers.

‘Man’s history is being shaped according
to the difficulties it encounters. These have
offered us problems and claimed their solutions
from us, the penalty of non-fulfillment being

death or degradation.’

Man in his fullness is not powerful, but
perfect. Therefore, to turn him into mere power,
you have to curtail his soul as much as possible.
If you want me to butcher human beings, you

must break up that wholeness of my humanity
through some discipline which makes my
will dead, my thoughts numb, my movements
automatic, and then from the dissolution of
the complex personal man will come out that
abstraction, that destructive force, which has
no relation to human truth, and therefore can
be easily brutal or mechanical. Take a man
away from his natural surroundings, from the
fullness of his communal life, with all his living
associations of beauty and love and social
obligations, and you will be able to turn him
into so many fragments of a machine for the
production of wealth on a gigantic scale. Turn
a tree into a log and it will burn for you, but it
will never bear living flowers and fruits.

I am not against one nation in particular,
but against the general idea of a "top-down
structure" that can be found in all nations.
Men who are naturally just can be cruelly
unjust both in their act and their thought,
accompanied by a feeling that they are helping
the world to receive its deserts; men who are
honest can blindly go on robbing others of their

human rights for self-aggrandizement, all the
while abusing the deprived for not deserving
better treatment. We have seen in our everyday
life even small organizations of business and
profession produce callousness of feeling in
men who are not naturally bad, and we can
well imagine what a moral havoc it is causing
in a world where whole people are furiously
organizing themselves for gaining wealth and

power.

Beside the subject of the play, artistically
my intention is never to create a daily life
character, but I would rather let the actors to
celebrate the quality of human emotions in
its full fledge which could achieve a certain
aesthetic. My characters are just only aesthetic
objects. These aesthetic objects would
transcend and manifest of the infinite in the
finite forms. Characters, story, dialogue, set,
music are not the end purposes. They are just
used as media to lead my audience toward the
experience of human commonness. That is
what T understand as ‘essence’. @
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“Athol Fugard is one of the world’s

finest playwrights.” — Chicago Tribune
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