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Balladry Series IV: Voices of Oceania [ + 2. #]

Program notes:

Balladry Series was commissioned by the Moonstring Orchestra, specifically designed for youth
string orchestra. The materials are interrelated to the traditional folk songs from five continents:
Africa, The Americas, Asia, Australia/Oceania and Europe.

The piece “Voices of Oceania” [+ ¥ 2_ #]refers to many Australian and New Zealand’s’
aboriginal music elements, especial the characteristics of didgeridoo (ostinato plus various
rhythm changes, while imitates animal sounds, etc.), along with clapsticks, traditional
singing/folksongs and dance music. The uniqueness of Maoti’s Haka and chant music from
New Zealand are also emphasized in this piece as well.

The use of the scratch tone is very significant in “Voice of Oceania”, to imitates Australian
didgeridoo and Maori’s Kapa haka chanting. Moreover, violinists and violists are asked to stand
up to play the ending Haka section with foot stomping, some basic syllabic speech and shouting,
and facial gesture: protruding of the tongue (whetero) with eyes wide open (prikana).
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Score

Voices of Oceania

for String Orchestra Chihchun Chi-sun Lee
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