


Balladry Series I: American Heritages Ȝऍᎇȝ 
 
Program notes: 
Balladry Series was commissioned by the Moonstring Orchestra, specifically 

designed for youth string orchestra.  The materials are interrelated to the traditional 

folk songs from five continents:  Africa, The Americas, Asia, Australia/Oceania 

and Europe.  

The piece “American Heritages” ˰伶愯˱ has a strong inspiration from African-

American music, such as blues, gospel song (Wayfaring Stranger from early 19th 

century) and African-American spiritual music (Swing low, Sweet Chariot & He’s 

Got the Whole World in His Hands); along with American folk songs (Bought Me 

A Cat, Ching-A-Ring Chaw, Simple Gifts, I've Been Working on the Railroad, 

Clementine, Oh Susanna and Yankee Doodle).   This revelation was generated by 

recent events of racist brutalities (the death of George Floyd and many others who 

are victims in the USA), in hope to address the awareness of American 

multiculturalism. 
 
኷Ԕᙁϟ: 

ᄺຐسӈ Balladry Series ٥“—ࠔҗϖ२բࢂബբǴૼہᆅ۰኷იߝ኷ࣁ

ᜩȹǵ“ߚႭȹǵ“εࢩϐᖂȹǵ“ኻ֗ȹǵ“ऍᎇȹ܌ಔӝԶԋޑǴа

ϖεࢪȐऍࢪǵࢪ٥ǵࢪߚǵኻࢪϷεࢪࢩȑޑ໺಍҇ᖳࣁᡫགԶബբֹ

ԋǶ 

ᄺຐسӈύޑȜऍᎇȝᔈҔΑऍ୯໵Γॣޑ኷ȐӵᙔፓǵᡫᄺǵϷᅽॣᄺ

ԔȑϷӭ२ऍ୯໺಍҇ᖳ܌௴วǴ੝ձډڙࢂΑ߈යऍ୯᝾ჸӢᅿ௼ݔຎ

཮ቹៜޗޑ೷ԋځҲቺ٣ҹ฻ȑϷࢶǷՕݯӭଆኪΚ٣ҹȐӵൈޑЇว܌

ऍ୯҇Ьሽॶᢀޑᒏ܌Ǵख़ཥ҅ຎࠔఈૈ୼ᙖ๱೭ঁբ׆ፂᔐǶޑ஥ٰ܌

—Ծҗǵѳ฻Ǵ҅ကǴϷჹځਥҁࡽԖޑӭϡϯǵӭᅿ௼ࡘ࣪ޑϷ൧ख़Ƕ 

*The violin & cello soloists can freely add the “swing” feel in the solo passages.   
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