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Balladry Series I: American Heritages [ # f% ]

Program notes:

Balladry Series was commissioned by the Moonstring Orchestra, specifically
designed for youth string orchestra. The materials are interrelated to the traditional
folk songs from five continents: Africa, The Americas, Asia, Australia/Oceania
and Europe.

The piece “American Heritages” [ZE[£] has a strong inspiration from African-
American music, such as blues, gospel song (Wayfaring Stranger from early 19th
century) and African-American spiritual music (Swing low, Sweet Chariot & He’s
Got the Whole World in His Hands); along with American folk songs (Bought Me
A Cat, Ching-A-Ring Chaw, Simple Gifts, I've Been Working on the Railroad,
Clementine, Oh Susanna and Yankee Doodle). This revelation was generated by
recent events of racist brutalities (the death of George Floyd and many others who
are victims in the USA), in hope to address the awareness of American

multiculturalism.
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*The violin & cello soloists can freely add the “swing” feel in the solo passages.
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