


Balladry Series IV: African RapidityȜߚႭȝ 
Program notes: 
Balladry Series was commissioned by the Moonstring Orchestra, specifically designed for youth 
string orchestra.  The materials are interrelated to the traditional folk songs from five continents:  
Africa, The Americas, Asia, Australia/Oceania and Europe. 

The piece “African Rapidity” 䵓丘ഀuses many African traditional music elements, which 

include ritual ceremonial call and response, polyphony, as well as African Kalimba and 
percussion music.  The following African traditional music is used as references; such as Iphi 
Yeza (South Africa), Amashiki! (Zulu), Tsinanbera (Zimbabwe), etc. 

The solo violin part can be substituted by a singer with non-meaningful syllables, such as 
“Mmm”, “ah”, “Oo”, etc.  while rehearsal letter “F” can be played by any solo string instrument. 

Ԕᙁϟ: 

ᄺຐسӈ Balladry Series ߚȸ٥ᜩȹǵȸ—ࠔҗϖ२բࢂബբǴૼہᆅ۰იߝࣁ

Ⴍȹǵȸεࢩϐᖂȹǵȸኻ֗ȹǵȸऍᎇȹ܌ಔӝԶԋޑǴаϖεࢪȐऍࢪǵࢪ٥ǵ

 ᡫགԶബբֹԋǶࣁ҇ᖳޑȑࢪࢩϷεࢪǵኻࢪߚ

ᄺຐسӈύޑȜߚႭȝܭڗӭࢪߚॣޑϡનǴхڂ౼ࡴሺԄޑሦୠکӣ

ᔈǴፄॣаϷޑࢪߚьճۅЃکѺᔐᏔॣޑǶ ٠ЇҔΑࢪߚॣǴӵࠄ

 Ƕ”نࠄࢭ”ޑЃѲॡࢭAmashikiǼ”Ǵ”ޑIphi Yeza”ǴᎹ”ޑߚ

Performance Notes: 

Play behind the bridge (1, 3, 4 
strings [by order]), between 
bridge and tailpiece. 

RH fingers 

Foot stomp (stomps left foot 
then right foot) 

LH palm strikes 4 strings across 
fingerboard 

RH fingertips hit soundboard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ut5CFuhh6wQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_cRKOxksPA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BzM2rWAORYHonrN1CaBeEQ4LB1HTCiH7?usp=sharing
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for solo violin (or singer) and string orchestra




